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“Take Note of the Dogs” 
Philippians 3:1-14 [vv. 1-3] 

 

The Book of Philippians 
 
Biblical Christianity boasts only in Christ and in Christ alone and only. 
 
Paul’s letters are written in response to questions asked or problems surfacing. 
 

The apostle regularly gives expression to his theology in response to false teaching and that the Judaizing 
groups constituted the main front of Pauline opposition.  The subsequent history of the Christian church 
illustrates in detail how God’s people come to a clearer understanding of the truth when they are 
confronted with error. (Moises Silva, Philippians, BECNT (Baker, 1992), 168.) 

 
Hence, the church often does not know or articulate what it believes until someone gets it 
wrong.  Paul defines what Biblical Christianity looks like.  His definition is three-fold.  He then 
contrasts a false circumcision with his own experience.  Our text is part of a larger thought 
running through chapter 3. 
 

• Biblical Christianity defined (vv. 1-3) 

• Biblical Christianity described (vv. 4-14) 

• Biblical Christianity defended (vv. 15-21) 
 
Paul’s opponents are those who claim Christianity without a sufficient Christ.  They believe 
Jesus is necessary, but do not believe He is enough.  Often their motives are sincere and their 
communication is genuine, but they are wrong. 
 

I. A false gospel (v. 2) 
 

A. Be aware of the dogs (v. 2) 
B. Be aware of the evil workers 
C. Be aware of the mutilators 

 
II. The true gospel (v. 3) 

 
A. Worship in the Spirit of God 
B. Glory in Christ Jesus 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. In what or in whom are you placing your confidence? 
2. What is your testimony of deliverance? 


